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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER  of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA  

Oregon MOAA Convention is right around the corner.  
See pages 4 and 5 and sign up now! 

Awbrey Glen for September Dinner Meeting 

This monthõs get together will take place on September 20 and marks a  return to Awbrey Glen Restau-

rant.  Featured will be a presentation by Ellen Valway of the SMART (Start Making A Reader Today) pro-

gram.  The SMART organization is Oregonõs leading nonprofit early literacy organization, mobilizing thou-
sands of adult volunteers throughout Oregon to read one -on-one every week with two children for a half 

hour each, giving them the support they need to learn to read at a crucial time in their development.  So-

cial time begins at 6 PM, with dinner promptly at 7 PM. Hosts will be Len and Kay Knott. Cost is $22.  

 

Menu  
Mixed Green Salad With Dried Cranberries, Blue Cheese Crumbles and Marionberry Vinaigrette  

 

Choice of one entr®e including chefõs selection of vegetables: 
 

Prosciutto Chicken Linguini  

Sauteed Chicken with Prosciutto Ham, Artichokes, Linguini Pasta, Asiago Cream Sauce  
or 

Beef Stroganoff  
Tender Beef tips, Burgundy Wine Reduction, Egg Noodles  

 

Butternut Squash Ravioli  
Saffron Vegetable Broth  

 

Dessert ð Mudd Pie  
 

Coffee, Tea and Soft Drinks included  
 

Please make reservations and entrée choices not later than September 16 by either calling or e -mailing the 

following:  
             

  Len Knott   923 -6438   lknott1@earthlink.net  

  Jim Hardie   330 -3954   jhardie@bendnet.com  
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Presidentõs Message 

Chuck Rosenfeld  

 

COMOAA DIRECTORY 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Maj Gen Charles Rosenfeld, USA (Ret) 
593-5987 chuck@sunrivertelelcom.com 

 
1st VP 
Col Kenneth Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073 kgasior@ykwc.net 

 
2nd VP 
Col Winchell M. (Jock) Craig, USMC (Ret) 
383-5955 colusmcret@earthlink.net 

 
Secretary 
Col Ron Fox, USAF (Ret) 
382-0349 rhfox10@bendbroadband.com 

 
Treasurer 
Lt Col John Cain, USAF (Ret) 
593-2735  killercain@aol.com   

  
Past President 
CWO4 John Meredith, USN (Ret) 
948-2897  comoaa_2005_06@yahoo.com 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
Col Michael Brock, USMC (Ret) 
317-9040 usmvbmc@aol.com  

 
Col Charles Porter, USAF (Ret) 
318-1697 pandgent@bendbroadband.com                     

 
Maj Perry Graves, USA (Ret) 
389-5391  No e-mail  

                   
CAPT Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503    randrjan@earthlink.net 

 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Membership 
Col Don Bolduc, USA (Ret) 
388-3140  dabolduc@aol.com 

  
Legislative 
Col Dave Fairclo, USAF (Ret) 
382-8281   usaf@bendnet.com 

 
Personal Affairs 
Col Ken Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073           kgasior@ykwc.net 

 
ROTC Liaison 
Lt Col  David G Blahnik USA (Ret) 
388-9095  daveblah@aol.com 

 
Programs 
CWO3 Len Knott, USCGR 
923-6438  lknott1@earthlink.net 

 
Chaplain 
Capt Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503    randrjan@earthlink.net 

 
Public Relations/Publicity 
Lt Col Dick Tobiason, USA (Ret) 
388-5591   dtobiason@bendcable.com 

 
 

Webmaster 
LT Donald E. "Tom" Thomas USN (Ret)      383-

9099        snipe@nafts.com 

 
SITREP Editor 
Col Dennis J. McMahon, USAF (Ret) 
388-7435/390-5080  Work 382-5822 x 39         
dennismc@bendbroadband.com 
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òThose ignorant of the lessons of history 

are doomed to repeat them.ó 
 

Central Oregon has a long, but little known, military history.  From the 
Oregon Territorial Rifles, protecting wagon trains on the Oregon Trail, the 

Oregon Volunteer Militia who achieved glory during the Spanish -American 

War, the thousands of soldiers, airmen, and naval trainees of World War 

II, to the armored cavalry and F -15 fighter training currently centered on 

our side of the Cascades, military operations have long been a part of life 
here.  
 

Military traditions run deep in our communities, the Central Oregon Vet-

eranõs Alliance helps focus the energies of our strong veteranõs organiza-

tions, support for Junior ROTC is   more enthusiastic here that elsewhere 

in the state, and attendance at parades and patriotic ceremonies grows 
each year.  COMOAA plays a vital role in most of these activities, with 

members of our chapter involved in nearly every patriotic effort.  
 

The energies of the COMOAA membership reflects our heritage - officers of 

the uniformed services, dedicated to the betterment of our nation through 

effective leadership, through unselfish service, and securing the welfare of 
our families and communities by maintaining effective legislative oversight.  

Respecting the past, supporting the present, and guarding the future - 

thatõs a big commitment! 
 

Some COMOAA members have conducted thorough research of the WWII 

history of our area, from Biggs Junction to Klamath Falls, and want to 
honor the many localities and operations that significantly contributed to 

the war effort.  Dick Tobiason briefed the board on a proposal that High-

way 97 be officially designated the WWII Veteranõs Memorial Highway.  The 

Oregon Federation of Garden Clubs had this same highway designated as 

part of the national Blue Star Memorial Highway network, and there is 

some concern among our membership that multiple designations would be 
both redundant and divisive if not done cooperatively.  Road signs are ex-

pensive to erect and maintain, and the public is increasingly skeptical of 

ôspecial interestõ signage.  Do we need to ôre-inventõ the historical marker 

idea?  Should they be funded by private contributions?  
 

As Rube Long, central Oregonõs high-desert philosopher, once observed - 
òWhen there was only one man camped at the water hole, democracy was 

easy.ó 
 

As the ôgreatest generationõ fades in number, and the lessons that genera-

tion imparts to our national identity become a more distant memory, it is 

implicit that we - as experienced military leaders - give serious attention to 
preserving our heritage, and educating our communities about the com-

mitment, sacrifice and dedication of previous generations.  Bob makes an 

impressive case for the military heritage of our area.  Your COMOAA Board 

of Directors would appreciate each of you dutifully considering this issue, 

to bring forth the best ideas our ôseasonedõ membership can offer.  Please 
contact me or another board member with your thoughts.  

 

from Camp Abbott (Sunriver), Oregon   
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Father and Son in Iraq  
(COMOAA Member Larry Hicksõ Son

-in -Law and Grandson)  
Marine Corps News , Aug. 8, 2007  

By Cpl. Eric C. Schwartz, 2nd Marine Division  

  

CAMP AL QAõIM, Iraq ð (Aug. 8, 2007) -Families 
come together in times of crisis, holidays, cele-
brations, and other average events, but itõs not 
normal news to hear about a father visiting his 
son in a war -torn country. Father and son va-
cations are normally to the ballpark, going out 
fishing, hiking, museums but how about Al 
Qaõim, Iraq? 

 
Lt. Col. David McMorries, the Deputy Commu-
nications Officer with Multinational Forces 
West stopped by Camp Al Qaõim to visit his son, 
Lance Cpl. Brennan McMorries, a rifleman with 
Charlie Company, Task Force 1st Battalion, 4th 
Marines attached to Regimental Combat Team 
2 after conducting business at a nearby camp.  
òI was deploying the same time as my son, so I 
wanted to make sure I could come see him,ó 
McMorries, the proud father, said.  
 
Brennan enlisted, and it became hard for him 
and his father to see one another because of 
their busy lifestyles. David wanted to make sure 
he saw Brennan while they were both deployed.  
 
òNobody told me at the battle position what was 
going on,ó Brennan said. òI was told to pack my 
stuff, because I was heading to Al Qaõim.ó  
Brennan was finally told by his company com-
mander that his father was going to stop by and 
surprise him with a visit.  òI was pretty excited,ó 
Brennan said referring to how he felt when he 
was told his father was to visit him.  

 
Task Force 1/4õs hospitality allowed Brennan 
some rest and relaxation with his father here, 
but this has been the only time he has received 
any special treatment.  òI never really told any-
one that my father is a lieutenant colonel be-
cause I didnõt want any special privileges,ó 
Brennan said.  òEvery Marine has to earn the 
title,ó David added. òYour venture is your own.ó 
 
The two walked around the camp while Davidõs 
son showed him how 1/4 Marines live.  òItõs 

pretty differ-
ent being out 
at the tip of 
the spear be-
cause we 
hear 1/4 is 
doing a great 
job from what 
we hear at 
headquarters, 
but now I can 
see theyõre 
doing a great 
job!ó David 
said.  
 
The two Ma-
rines, father 
and son, lieu-
tenant colo-
nel and lance 
corporal have 
a strong bond 
because of 
their eagle, 
globe and an-
chor that 
many parents 
cannot compare.  òI didnõt take the path to boot 
camp because OCS is different,ó David said. 
òHeõs completed boot camp and Iõve completed 
OCS, but the end result is the same.ó 
 
The father and son outing on the camp wasnõt 
like going fishing, or hunting because they were 
restricted to the safety the base had to offer. 
They decided to use the Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation room to relax and watch a movie 
with one another. Brennan and his father were 
able to enjoy their time together as a family and 
as Marines, no matter what their rank.  òThe 
two paths are different, but both earn the title 
of US Marine,ó David said. 
 
The Marines walked off wearing their digital de-
sert -camouflage uniforms. One looked slightly 
younger with less weight on the collar and the 
other looked a bit saltier, but both wore a strik-
ing resemblance of family and brotherhood on 
their upper -left blouse pocket. The family name 
was U -S-M-A-R-I-N-E-S.   

Lt. Col. David McMorries, the deputy communications 
officer with Multinational Forces West, walks with his 
son, Lance Cpl. Brennan McMorries, a rifleman with 
Charlie Company, Task Force 1st Battalion, 4th 
Marines attached to Regimental Combat Team 2. 
The two walked around the camp catching up on old 
conversations.  Photo by: Cpl. Eric C. Schwartz  
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Oregon MOAA State Convention ñNext Month!!!  
 

FINALIZE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND THE 
2007 BIENNIAL CONVENTION  

 

Place:  The Village Green, Cottage Grove, Oregon  
 

Date:  Oct 19 - 21, 2007  
 

 
 

 
Registration and Reservations  

 

 Make Checks payable to MOAA Convention 2007 (We cannot accept credit cards)  
 Send the payment and completed form to:  

  
 COL Bert Toepel  
 3975 Brae Burn Drive  

 Eugene, OR 97405.  
 Phone: (541) 683 -5915  
 

Hotel Reservations  
 

Hotel reservations must be made direct to the hotel by calling (541) 942 -2491 or on the 
WEB at villagegreenresortandgardens.com  
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  MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA  

OREGON STATE  

COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS  

BIENNIAL CONVENTION 2007  
BUILDING BRIDGES  TO BENEFITS KNOWLEDGE   

 

 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m  
The Military Officers Association of America Oregon State Council of Chapters Biennial 

Convention 2007 occurs October 19-21, 2007, at the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove, 

Oregon.  Attendees must use this form to register for the Convention.  Hotel reservations must be 

made direct to the hotel by calling (541) 942-2491 or on the WEB at 

villagegreenresortandgardens.com.   

Name:          

) 
 First                 M.I             Last                              Call Name 

      

) 
Rank                   Service              

M.I 
       Retired          Active Duty      Former Officer 
                             Call Name 

Address:        

                                    Street                                                  City        State       Zip 

MOAA Chapter:  

Phone: B

: 
(____)  H (____)  CELL  (____)  

Email Address:  

Spouse/Guest: 
       

) 
         First                 M.I                               Last                                      Call Name 

******************************************************************************  

R e g i s t r a t i o n   F e e s 

REGISTRATI ON  (Includes Saturday Lunch & Dinner)*  

  
Per Person . . . . . . .  $65      x  = $  

                                                                                                   Number of persons 

GOLF REGISTRATION  

  
Per Person . . . . . . .  $22      x  = $  

                                                                                                    Number of persons         

THEATER  REGISTRATION  

  
Per Person . . . . . . .  $16      x  = $  

                                                                                                    Number of persons         

 

REG # _____  
(Office Use Only)  

 

Make Checks payable to MOAA Convention 2007(We cannot accept credit cards) 

Send the payment and completed form to:  COL Bert Toepel, 3975 Brae Burn 

Dr ive, Eugene, OR 97405. Phone (541) 683 - 5915  

 

BALANCE DUE: $______________ 
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Right now there are a couple of positions available for those who would 
like to get more involved in keeping COMOAA an active, vital organiza-
tion.  First, our current Membership Coordinator, Don Bolduc, has 
agreed to become the project officer for our annual picnic, taking over 
for John Meredith, who has provided outstanding service in this role for 
many years, if we can appoint a new Membership Coordinator.  The job 
entails following up leads from National MOAA on area MOAA members 
not affiliated with a local chapter, sending application forms, etc.  This 
is a great way to serve your chapter.  Please call Don at 388 -3140 or 
you can leave him a message at 888 -286 -1718 or email him at 
dabolduc@aol.com.  

 
 
Next, your current SITREP editor would welcome anyone whoõd like 
to take the reins and try some new ideas to take the SITREP to the 
next level.  Maybe a new title look, add some color, update the 
fonts, incorporate different types of articles, legislative updates 
(National likes this), maybe a sponsor page to defray costs, etc.  
Your current editor plans to continue clicking away unless thereõs 
someone out there who wants to give it a whirl, but if youõre inter-
ested, please contact Dennis McMahon at 388 -7435, or email   
dennismc@bendbroadband.com.  

- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

- Slip -on Slippers (Large Sizes)*  

 

      * Particular Crowd -Pleasers  

The Big Red Box will be at the next meeting, collecting items for the residents of The Oregon Veteransô Home in the Dalles.  
Please bring something to put into the box and support this worthy cause.  Below is a list of the types of items we have 
been asked to provide by officials at the home. Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local 
warehouse stores. Our contributions make a huge difference in the residentsô quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  

COMOAA Committee Opportunities  
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This page left intentionally blank.  

 

It contained COMOAA roster update.  Complete Roster may be found in Members area. 
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