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Oregon MOAA Convention Oct. 19- 21. See pages 8 and 9 and sign 

Menu:  

Mixed Green Salad  
§ Three Pepper Crusted Top Sirloin  

And Garlic Mashed Potatoes  
or  

§ Grilled Salmon  

And Rice Pilaf with Pine Nuts and Cranberries  
  

Chef's Choice Vegetables  
NY Cheesecake w/Strawberry Coulis  

Cost:  $21/person including gratuity  

  

Guest Speaker ñ Dennis Hanson  
  

Denny has been our guest on two previous occasions 
and has always been well received. He is an accom-
plished adventurer/ mountaineer who 

travels world wide in search of new and 
exciting adventures. Last fall he visited 

old Tibet and the North face of Everest. 
He plans to share some of what he saw 
and did there in a presentation titled:  
 

"TO THE ROOF OF THE WORLDó 
 

Ken and Joyce Gasior will host.  Please make reservations and entrée 
choices not later than October 16 by either calling or e -mailing one the fol-

lowing:  

Will be the venue for the October 18 th General 

Membership Meeting,                        

Social Hour at 6  p.m., Dinner at 7  p.m. 

Ken Gasior  388 -9073  kgasior@ykwc.net  

Dennis McMahon  388 -7435  dennismc@bendbroadband.com  
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Meaningful Meetings  
 

As an organization, COMOAA is fortunate to have a loyal ôcoreõ of members 

that routinely attend every meeting and event.  This group of 25 (more or less) 

can be counted upon when the Program chair and the Board plan and budget 
of the annual scope of activities.  The November òopen meetingó sets the stage 

for the upcoming yearõs schedule that has, in recent memory included eleven 

monthly meal -based meetings (seasonally divided between lunches and din-

ners), our summer picnic, and RV outings.  
 

At this time of year, your Board of Directors reviews our yearõs activities, ex-

amines our successes and failures, and plans future direction to ensure the 

inclusion and participation of our membership.    Iõd like to share with every-

one some observations in the hope that you will, in turn, let the Board mem-

bers know your thoughts and ideas for next yearõs schedule. 
 

Central Oregon is growing fast !  More than a dozen restaurants have opened in 

the last year aloneé but these ônew venuesõ rarely include òmeeting roomsó or 

òbanquet facilitiesó- and those that offer group services often add a $200 (or 

more) charge for use of the room.  This is simply a reality of the local economy, 

but one that makes it necessary that our events are interesting and attractive 

to all of our membership.  Unless we attract a substantial portion of our mem-

bers to a given event, we must either subsidize the added costs, or raise meal 

prices to accommodate the charges.  Obviously, getting better member partici-

pation is the best strategy for COMOAA, and the only way that we can remain 
a viable, and active, service and social organization.  
 

Letõs review our successes.  Our ôbig eventõ is our Christmas Dinneré maybe 

itõs the season, or perhaps the challenge of trying to fit into our òdress uni-

formó one more time!  With over 100 members in attendance, this is a ôjam 

packedõ annual event that is eagerly anticipated by most of our group.  Special 

events like our evening at the High Desert Museum, or the summer picnic, 

were very well attended.  Obviously interesting speakers and exciting programs 

always enhance the attendance numbers, even when meeting space is ôtightõ or 

difficult for projection equipment.  Once a year at the Bend Elks Lodge is 

great, and several members have suggested that multiple meetings there each 

year may be a way of reducing costs - but that also places an inconvenience on 

that organization, and runs the risk of becoming redundant.  So what seems 

to work???  
 

We all enjoy the collegial social environment that brings our membership to-

gether to share their common bond, plan service activities, and support our 

men and women in the Uniformed Services.  Interesting programs get our at-

tention, reasonable costs keep us coming back, and changing meeting loca-
tions gives us ôfreshõ exposure to our communities.  The COMOAA Board has 

discussed modifying our annual schedule to optimize activities that attract the 

maximum participation of our members, and provide some alternatives to the 

reality of our constrained venue alternatives.  Perhaps we should limit our 

ôdine-in meetingsõ to between six and eight a year, each with a well-advertised 

program.  Should we add a òpotluckó at a community hall or service club?  

Would an afternoon spent at an armory with the families of deployed soldiers 

give us all a ômoral boostõ? 

 
We need your  thoughts and ideas; what is most interesting to you and your 

friends?  Central Oregon is changingé how do we best grow and embrace 

change as an organization?  Talk to your friends on the Boardé or send us an 
E-mail.  We need you.  
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Right now there are a couple of positions available for those who would 
like to get more involved in keeping COMOAA an active, vital organiza-
tion.  First, our current Membership Coordinator, Don Bolduc, has 
agreed to become the project officer for our annual picnic, taking over 
for John Meredith, who has provided outstanding service in this role for 
many years, if we can appoint a new Membership Coordinator.  The job 
entails following up leads from National MOAA on area MOAA members 
not affiliated with a local chapter, sending application forms, etc.  This 
is a great way to serve your chapter.  Please call Don at 388 -3140 or 
you can leave him a message at 888 -286 -1718 or email him at 
dabolduc@aol.com.  
 

 
Next, your current SITREP editor would welcome anyone whoõd like 
to take the reins and try some new ideas to take the SITREP to the 
next level.  Maybe a new title look, add some color, update the 
fonts, incorporate different types of articles, legislative updates 
(National likes this), maybe a sponsor page to defray costs, etc.  
Your current editor plans to continue clicking away unless thereõs 
someone out there who wants to give it a whirl, but if youõre inter-
ested, please contact Dennis McMahon at 388 -7435, or email   
dennismc@bendbroadband.com.  

Opportunities:  Membership Coordinator & SITREP  

- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

- Slip -on Slippers (Large Sizes)*  

 

      * Particular Crowd -Pleasers  

The Big Red Box is EMPTY!!  Let's fill it up so Santa can deliver a very  Merry Christmas to the residents of the Oregon 
Veterans Home.  The Box will be at the October, November and December meetings.  Jim Hardie and other "elves" will see 
that the Box gets to the Veterans Home before Christmas.  Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to pro-
vide by officials at the home. Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. 
Our contributions make a huge difference in the residentsô quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  
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(Ed. Note:  A the last COMOAA Mtg, Ellen Valway, the local coordinator of the SMART Program, was our 

speaker.  Since there were so few people  present, Ken Gasior asked if she had a newsletter article we could 

publish in order to reach more of the membership.)  
 
 

SMART is Oregon's leading non -profit early literacy or-
ganization that movilizes thousands of caring adult 
volunteers to read one -on one every week with two K -3 

children for a half hour each in elementary schools.  
This special mentoring relationship gives children the 
consistent support they need to learn to read at a cru-
cial time in their development.  With 1 in 3 Oregon 
fourth graders reading below the basic level, children 
need this extra boost now more than ever.   SMART is 
committed to creating little readers.  Last year in Cen-
tral Oregon, 800 children participated in SMART and 
SMART gave away 9,500 new books to them.   
 
Sadly, 100 children were unable to participate in 

the program solely due to lack of volunteers.  You can help by volunteering just an hour a 
week or telling a friend about this wonderful opportunity.  Don't let travel or other commitments 
keep you away either because substitute readers are always needed as well.  Should you wish to 
donate to SMART rather than read, as a guide, $300 helps support one child in SMART for a 
year.  This covers the cost of books, background screenings for volunteers and an on -site coordi-
nator to monitor the program.  Call us today at 383.6466 to find out how you can be involved in 
helping SMART create an Oregon where every child can read and is empowered to succeed.  
 
http://www.getsmartoregon.org/index.html  

Extreme cyclist Jaymo kicks off the Read-a-
Thon at the Bend Public Library by reading 
aloud to children. 

2008 Veterans Day Parade  

The Bend Veterans Day Parade will be Saturday, 

November 10th at 11:00 A.M.  COMOAA will again 

ride on a flatbed provided by Consolidated Towing 

with flags flying.  Muster at 10:30 A.M. Saturday, 

November 10th near City Hall.  Bring your folding 

chair to sit on and your flags to wave and support 

all veterans.  
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Please Help Your COMOAA JROTC 

Scholarship Fund  
 
Since 1995, COMOAA has operated a scholarship fund 
that has grown to 4 individual $1000 monetary scholar-
ships to senior JROTC students from the 4 Central Ore-
gon high schools in Bend, Madras, Prineville, and LaP-
ine.  The fund was established by the COMOAA board to 
assist graduating JROTC students defray the cost of go-
ing on to college as well as to recognize achievements in 
the various school programs.  Each year, members of the 

COMOAA community interview scholarship applicants, based on the criteria set by 

the Board, to determine which students will receive the awards.  Upon selection, the 
student receives a notice of award at their local high school award ceremonies.  In the 
fall the money is sent directly to their school of choice.  The fund has grown over the 
last 12 years as Prineville and La Pine have added JROTC programs.  Also the award 
itself has grown from a single $500 grant to $4000 each year.  The fund has received 
donations from a wide variety of sources: commemorating a deceased member or par-
ent, commemorating a fallen soldier, sharing proceeds from a book sale, local busi-
ness donations, yard sales, donations from trusts to name just a few.  This has been 
a very worthwhile project among the many other things the Chapter does.  The 
Board's intentions have always been to grow the fund to where it is more self -
sufficient and/or to be able to raise the award as school costs increase or as more 
schools are added to the JROTC rolls in Central Oregon.  Any donations, large or 
small, are welcome.  The money goes to a very worthy cause.  If you can help the 
fund grow, please send your donations to the COMOAA treasurer whenever you can.  
  

Sincerely,  
  
Dave Blahnik  
COMOAA JROTC Liaison  

COMOAA JROTC CONTRIBUTION  
 
YES!  Iôd be glad to help a deserving JROTC member cover college expenses. 
 
Contributorôs Name _________________________________________ 
 
Street Address _____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________   State _____________  Zip Code 
____________________ 
 
Amount of Contribution:  $_______________ 
 
COMOAA is a 501c(19) Veteranôs Tax-Exempt Organization and all donations to the JROTC Scholar-
ship Fund are fully tax-deductible. 
 
Please send your contributions to:  COMOAA, P.O. Box 7826, Bend, OR 97708.   
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Proposed Honorary Designation of US Highway 97 as                                  
"WORLD WAR II VETERANS HISTORIC HIGHWAY"  

Dick Tobiason  
  

 

The September, 2007 COMOAA SITREP contained an inaccurate and incomplete description of the pro-
posal.  I would like to summarize the proposal so that COMOAA members and the Board can discuss it 

before deciding if they should support the proposal.  
 

The proposal developed by the US 97 WORLD WAR II VETERANS HISTORIC HIGHWAY Committee seeks 

an honorary designation for US 97 in Oregon by ODOT as  the òWORLD WAR II VETERANS HISTORIC 

HIGHWAYó. The existing names  òThe Dalles to California Highwayó and òBlue Star Memorial Highwayó 

are not changed nor are any addresses changed.   
 

The objectives of the proposal are threefold:  

1. Honor Oregon veterans from our region who served (10,000) and died (243) during WW II and 

living WW II veterans,   

2. Inform the traveling public of the many important WW II training activities along US 97 or 

served by US 97 at Biggs, Madras, Redmond, Prineville, Bend, Sunriver, and Klamath Falls, and  

3. Inform the traveling public of the vital role US 97 played during WW II.  
 

The objectives would be accomplished by 12 or more signs placed near the WW II facilities along the 292 

miles of US 97 and near the  Prineville airport. The signs would display:  WORLD WAR II VETERANS HIS-

TORIC HIGHWAY  
 

 Immediately beneath this name, the signs would also display the name and operational dates of local 

WW II facilities: Biggs/Camp Rufus, Madras/Madras Army Air Base, Redmond/Redmond Army Airfield, 

Prineville/Prineville Airfield, Bend/Airfield, Hospital, Officers Quarters, Sunriver/Camp Abbot, Oregon 
Maneuver, Klamath Falls/Naval Air Station (dates) and Marine Recuperation Barracks . The cost for an 

installed sign is $100 each. The signs would be donated by known local willing sponsors if ODOT balks at 

the less than $1,500 project cost.  
 

Other states have dedicated signs on state and interstate highways honoring veterans by wars. For exam-

ple, Oklahoma designated segments of Interstate Highways 35 and 40 (570 miles in length) to honor its 

WW I, WW II, Korean War, and Vietnam War veterans. Oregon designated I -205 as both a Veterans Me-
morial Highway and a Blue Star Memorial Highway in 2000.  
 

While Oregon has dedicated fine memorials to Korean War and Vietnam War veterans, Oregon does not 

now have a WW II  veteransõ memorial. Plans are underway at long last to honor Oregonõs 147,633 WW II 

veterans who served and the 2,835 who died and living WW II veterans with a memorial in Salem. We 

would like to believe our proposal helped motivate that overdue honor.  
 

Our proposal enhances the US 97 Blue Star Memorial Highway sign program by requesting ODOT to 

work with the Stateõs Blue Star Memorial organization-The Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

to reestablish the 4 missing signs on US 97 and rededicate all 8 signs on US 97 when we propose to dedi-

cate the òWORLD WAR II VETERANS HISTORIC HIGHWAY signs on June 6, 2008, the 64th anniversary 

of òDó Day. Our Committee has offered to help develop a cooperative Garden Clubs - ODOT - veterans pro-

gram to periodically survey the condition of and help maintain Oregonõs 63 Blue Star memorials. 
 

Our Committee has received 40 letters of support for the proposal including letters from U.S. Rep. Greg 

Walden, State Representatives Gene Whisnant (COMOAA member), Chuck Burley, Peter Buckley, Deb-

orah Boone, Susan Morgan, State Senator Doug Whitsett, President of the Oregon Geographic Names 

Board, the Stateõs Senior Archivist, Oregon Military Museum Foundation, county historical societies, 

many veterans organizations, Mayors, County Commissioners, and individuals. More letters are in proc-

ess. The Garden Club has also sent its interim support.  
 

Our Committee hopes COMOAA members will urge the COMOAA Board of Directors to soon join the 

growing list of supporters. Individual COMOAA members can also support the proposal with letters and 

emails sent to the Committee Chairman.  
 

Anyone interested in reviewing the proposal can contact Committee Chairman Dick Tobiason 388 -5591, 

dtobiason@bendcable.com.             Continued on pg. 7 
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Continued from p. 6 
As a follow on to the proposal for the World War II Veterans His-

toric Highway, our Committee has proposed to Oregon State 

Parks the expansion of the kiosk display of  Col. Rex Barberõs 
civilian and military careers at the Peter Skene Ogden State 

Park/Rest Stop to display the local WW II history described in 

the proposal. The kiosk is adjacent to the Rex T. Barber Veterans 

Memorial Bridge. The Blue Star Memorial Highway sign adjacent 

to the Barber kiosk is proposed as the focal point of the ex-

panded kiosk.  
 

Dick Tobiason, Member COMOAA, American Legion, MOPH, 

VFW, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chairman, US 97 WORLD 

WAR II VETERANS HISTORIC HIGHWAY Committee, Bob Max-

well, Vice Chairman, Lee Flegel Secretary, Jerry Barnes Advisor, 

John Sherman Advisor, Steve West Legislative Liaison  

The Blue Star Memorial Highway sign at 
the Barber kiosk. The late Col. Barber was 
a COMOAA member. 

Mail -Order Pharmacy  

FALLS CHURCH, Va. (AFRNS) ñ Registering for 
Tricareõs mail-order pharmacy service is now 
easier with the launch of the new Member 
Choice Center. A phone call or mouse click is all 
that is needed for retirees to begin receiving 
their prescriptions by mail, said Tricare officials.  
By using this new service, not only will the 
beneficiary receive mail -order enrollment assis-
tance, but the centerõs staff will actually contact 
physicians to get new prescriptions and forward them to the mail -order pharmacy for process-
ing. The switch from retail to mail order becomes virtually effortless for the beneficiary.  òWe are 
always looking for ways to improve customer service and add value for Tricare beneficiaries,ó 
said Army Maj. Gen. Elder Granger, deputy director of the Tricare Management Activity.  òThey 
wanted a more user -friendly program and the MCC delivers.ó 
 
Beneficiaries do not have to download forms or wait to have forms mailed; they can go to the òMy 
Benefitó portal on www.tricare.mil/ or to www.express-scripts.com/TRICARE to complete the 
registration. There is also the option to call the MCC toll free at (877) 363 -1433 to switch from 
the retail program to mail -order service.  When a beneficiary calls the center, a patientcare advo-
cate from Express Scripts Inc., Tricareõs pharmacy benefit provider, explains the program and 
offers to transfer the current prescriptions to the mail -order option. If the beneficiary agrees, the 
advocate submits a prescription transfer request to the patientõs physician. 
 
The mail -order pharmacy can save beneficiaries as much as 66 percent on medications for con-
ditions such as high blood pressure, asthma or diabetes. The beneficiary may receive up to a 90 -
day supply of most medications for the same amount they would pay for a 30 -day supply at a 
retail pharmacy.  The Department of Defense saves money, too.  The department pays 30 to 40 
percent less for prescriptions filled through the mail -order service compared to retail pharma-
cies. The departmentõs savings could be substantial ñ $24 million a year ñ with just a 1 per-
cent shift of prescriptions from retail to mail order.  òAs with all health entitlements, there are 
things our beneficiaries can do to reduce costs,ó said General Granger. òThe military treatment 
facility is the most cost -effective option, but thatõs not always available for some beneficiaries.  
Mail order is the next best thing. Having prescriptions filled by mail saves them time and money. 
It also lowers the cost for the entire military health system.ó 


