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Looking toward another great yearé 
 

This year has been a steep ôlearning curveõ for me.  Working with the 

members of the COMOAA Board of Directors has made my transition from 
ôtotal ignoranceõ much easier than I had expectedé I thank each and 

every one of them for enduring my lack of knowledge (especially of past 

procedures), and my often annoying questions that must seem ôtrivialõ to 

those more experienced in Chapter workings than I!  Of course, none of 

this would have been even remotely possible without the generous volun-

teers who have hosted meetings and other events, planned for our future, 

balanced our books, supported our student scholarships, and recruited 
new members.  I am especially indebted to Dennis McMahon for his out-

standing production of the SITREP - undoubtedly  the best Chapter news-

letter in our Council, and remarkably informative!  Ron Fox has taken our 

information exchange one step further, by oversight of the COMOAA Web 

site design and construction.  Entering the information age without really 

ôscrewing upõ is a big step for small organizations, and Ron and our 

ôwebmasterõ Tom Thomas, have given us a secure and informative site to 
share with the world!  

 

Not unlike other small organizations, the volunteers of this chapter com-

monly emerge from a group of the ôusual suspectsõé dedicated individu-

als, usually overworked, that always seem to be able to ôtake onõ one more 

task on COMOAAõs behalf.  We are blessed that these volunteers are 

somewhat more plentiful in our organization, but then, leadership quali-
ties arenõt a rare commodity among our members!  Nonetheless, I would 

encourage more of you to come forward and participate in the life of our 

Chapter - you donõt have to be a Board member to suggest a program 

speaker, or to host a meeting.  Finding prospective members in our own 

neighborhood has become even easier, as the membership information is 

posted at COMOAA.com and the ôGive Me Tenõ program allows folks to ôtry 
us on for sizeõ!  The $10 we receive from National allows us to buy a name 

tag and send them the SITREPé we can build our numbers, help other 

service members ôacclimateõ to our communities, and even ômentorõ young 

service members during this time of intense deployments.  But this re-

quires expanding our volunteer base, encouraging other members to ôget 

involvedõ. 

 
During our Chapterõs ôsummer breakõ, take time to think about what you 

can do to enhance the character of our organization, look at our new 

Website and rejuvenate your commitment to your colleagues and the val-

ues this organization representsé your leadership responsibilities didnõt 

end when you ôhung upõ your uniform!  Perhaps you may want to attend 

the State Conference in Cottage Grove this October?  

 
Iõm going to keep working on ôlearning the ropesõ within this Chapter, and 

I appreciate the tolerance that those around me continue to bear.  With 

YOUR help, maybe Iõll get it right! 
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WORLD WAR II VETERANS HISTORIC  HIGHWAY   

COMOAA members Dick Tobiason and Bob Maxwell are pursuing an effort to 

have ODOT designate US Highway 97 as the World War II Veterans Historic 

Highway.  The highwayôs WWII military connections are manifold.  For a nicely 

encapsulated narrative of 97ôs military history, go to our COMOAA website, where 

Tom Thomas has posted the text of the letter that Dick and Bob will be sending to 

the ODOT Director. 

In Memoriam 
COMOAA member Colonel Jim Curtis, USAF (Ret.), who lives in Eugene re-

cently informed us that his wife Ruth passed away on May 4, 2007.  Jim and 

Ruth were married in 1942.  Ruth herself was a US Army Nurse during WWII, 

serving from 1940 -1945.  She was interred at Willamette National Cemetery.  

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Jim and his family.  

, as presented in the Uniformed Services Journal,  Jul/Aug 07, p. 13 
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Statewide Notes from Dave Fairclo  
Legislative Committee Chairman  

 

 

Dave reminds everyone that the State Fair Commission has declared State Fair 24 -26 
August dates will be free admission and free food for attending Oregon Veterans.  

Oregon MOAA State Convention ñOnly Two Months Away  
 

FINALIZE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND THE 2007 BIENNIAL CONVENTION  
 

Place:  The Village Green, Cottage Grove, Oregon  

 
Date:  Oct 19 - 21, 2007  

 
Registration and Reservations  

 
 Make Checks payable to MOAA Convention 2007 (We cannot accept credit cards)  

 Send the payment and completed form to:  
  
 COL Bert Toepel  

 3975 Brae Burn Drive  
 Eugene, OR 97405.  
 Phone: (541) 683 -5915  

 
Hotel Reservations  

 
Hotel reservations must be made direct to the hotel by calling (541) 942 -2491 or on the 
WEB at villagegreenresortandgardens.com  


