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Jim Burba   385 -0753  JBurba4002@aol.com  

Dick Lee  385 -5297  diknlynlee@bendbroadband.com  

   

Please notify one of the following with your menu choice NLT January 21  

 

 

Luncheon at Aspen Lakes Brand 33 Restaurant 

Date: January 25, 2009 

1300 Social hour 

1400 Luncheon served 

1430 Speaker (Jake Paltzer of Wachovia Securities speaking on investing in the current climate) 

Menu: Choice of: NY steak/prawn platter 

Roast chicken 

Double cut pork chop 

              All entrees served with mashed potato, baby carrots, broccoli, dessert, coffee/tea 

/ƻǎǘ ǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜΥ ϷолΦлл όŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ƭƻǿŜǊύ 

Hosts: Len & Kay Knott 
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Presidentõs Message 

Ron Fox  

 

COMOAA DIRECTORY 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Col Ron Fox, USAF (Ret) 
382-0349 President@COMOAA.com 
 
1st VP 
COL Don Majors USAF 
 
2nd VP 
COL Dennis Holt USAR 
 
Secretary 
Tom Thomas, USN (Ret) 
383-9099 Admin@COMOAA.com 
 
Treasurer 
Col Pat Porter 
312-2002 dealicante@juno.com 
  
Past President 
Maj Gen Charles Rosenfeld, USA (Ret) 
593-5987 chuck@sunrivertelelcom.com 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
 
LTC David Blahnik (USA (Ret)  
388-9095 daveblah@AOL.com 
 
COL Michael Brock USMC 
317-9040 usmvbmc@aol.com 
                   
LTC Carol Elliott USA (Ret) 
385-5708 clelliott@Bendbroadband.com 
 
CAPT Roy Janiec USN (Ret) 
383-3503 randrjan@Coinet.com 
 
LTC Elizabeth Leighty-Johnson ARNG 
549-4907 suntreeoutlaw@gmail.com 
 
 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Membership 
Not Filled 
  
Legislative 
Col Dave Fairclo, USAF (Ret) 
382-8281   usaf@bendnet.com 
 
Personal Affairs 
Col Ken Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073           kgasior@ykwc.net 
 
ROTC Liaison 
Lt Col  David G Blahnik USA (Ret) 
388-9095  daveblah@aol.com 
 
Programs 
CWO3 Len Knott, USCGR 
923-6438  lknott1@earthlink.net 
 
Chaplain 
Capt Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503       randrjan@earthlink.net 
 
Public Relations/Publicity 
Lt Col Dick Tobiason, USA (Ret) 
388-5591   dtobiason@bendcable.com 
 
 

Webmaster 
LT Donald E. "Tom" Thomas USN (Ret)      
383-9099        snipe@nafts.com 
 
SITREP Editor at Large 
Col Dennis J. McMahon, USAF (Ret) 
 
Sitrep Editor (Acting) 
LT Tom Thomas USN (Ret) 

SITREP, January , 2009, PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY CEN-
TRAL OREGON MOAA, PO BOX 7826, BEND, OR 97708 

What COMOAA Means to Me 

 

Having been in the group for about 8 years I know that Iôm a rather junior 
member. But, Iôve attended enough Board meetings and dinners to know that 
COMOAA means different things to different members. I think most are in the 
group for the fellowship, the monthly dinners that give us the opportunity to 
dine and socialize with fellow officers recall our past experiences and catch up 
on current military news. Several are focused on helping our young Junior Re-
serve Officer Training Corps in the area high schools. The COMOAA scholar-
ship program involves a lot of work every spring to get the scholarship applica-
tions, set up the review boards and make the final selections. There is also our 
year round fund-raising effort to keep the program solvent. Then we also keep 
a close eye on our legislators, both federal and state. Not only to keep the bene-
fits that were promised to us for having served, but also to insure that future 
soldiers are respected and treated fairly in terms of compensation and health-
care benefits. And then there is the community service component, supporting 
the historical society, veteranôs memorials, and honoring our fallen heroes. So 
COMOAA is a lot of things to individual members and non-members. 

With such a diversity of interests it is not unusual that we donôt always agree 
about what the organization should support, or where we need to have our 
voice heard in the community or the Halls of Congress. You selected a Board of 
Directors to do the guidance in our support of these various ñmissionsò. The 
Board is your representative to the community, to other veteranôs organiza-
tions, to our State Legislature and to national MOAA. In order to get it right we 
need you to share your concerns about where COMOAA should go, what we 
should or should not support. You do this by chatting with Board members at 
our socials, calling them up, or sending them emails. Believe me your com-
ments do get brought up at our monthly Board meetings, and the Board wants 
to know that it represents the wishes of the entire organization, not just our 
own ñpet projectsò. 

We have a large organization, somewhere between 150-190 members. Repre-
senting them all is a challenge, especially when we donôt get to meet with most 
of you the entire year. Each member can have a part in fixing this 
ñrepresentativeò part of the Board by showing up at two or three of our  
monthly dinners each year. We have tried to schedule these dinners with lots 
of lead-time; we donôt want scheduling to be an excuse not to attend. The 
Board is making a real effort to provide venues, menus, and programs that will 
spark your interest, but we canôt know what your interests are until you tell us. 
Donôt be afraid to tell us what you want from COMOAA, and donôt be shy about 
helping us. Speaking for the 2009 Board I hope we can make each member feel  
comfortable in their membership, and encourage a desire to get together each 
month to cuss and discuss their views both military, local, state, and national. I 
want members to make our COMOAA interesting, relevant, and fun. 
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- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

- Slip -on Slippers (Large Sizes)*  

 

      * Particular Crowd -Pleasers  

Please  keep the box items coming.   Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to provide by officials at the 
home. Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. Our contributions make 
a huge difference in the residentsô quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  

 

Ladies,  Please reserve Thursday 22 January for a get to-

gether over lunch.  Time is 12:30 PM at Anthonyõs in the 

Old Mill District.  The host is Clara Graves. 

Please call Clara or Marcia Majors a day or two before so 

she can get a feel for how many are coming.   Marciaõs 

phone number is 318-0520. 
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The Christmas party held last December 11th was a great and successful event.  The party, held at 

the Country Club started with the usual social gathering, then 

an excellent dinner.  After dinner President Chuck Rosenfeld 

took the podium for the last official business of his presidency.  

Awards were presented to  Tom Thomas for the COMOAA Web 

site and Dennis McMahon for his excellent  performance in pub-

lishing Sitrep  over the years. 

 

Following the awards the 2009-2010 COMOAA board was pre-

sented and sworn in. 

 

The party concluded with a set of songs by the Mountain View 

Jazz Choir.  These young men and women were excellent in their 

rendition of Christmas songs and carols.  They lifted the spirits of 

all in attendance! 

 

The party was hosted by Sam & Judy McKee with assistance 

from the dynamic Dick Lee.  A lot of work, a lot of planning and a 

lot of thought went into the planning and presentation of this 

event.  Someone should give these folks a medal! 

Thanks for a great time and dinner folks!  

 

Note about Sitrep Editor   

Dennis McMahon COMOAAôs longtime Sitrep editor has asked for a hiatus from the demanding 

position.  Tom Thomas, the web master has stepped in to attempt to fill his shoes for a time.  Tom 

asks for your indulgence for a month or two until he can get a grip on the task. 

2007 -2008 President Chuck  

Sitrep  editor, Dennis McMahon is 

present award for outstanding per-

formance. 
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Your new Treasurer, Pat Porter and Secretary, Tom Thomas are  now open for business.  Your CO-

MOAA dues are due now.  Please take the time to write that check and send it to COMOAA Box 

7826 Bend, OR 97708.   Pat & Tom would like 

to get all dues in so that their time  and attention 

can be spent meeting other tasks confronting the 

offices.  Dues are still only $20.00 .  If youôre 

not sure whether your paid up simply go to the 

COMOAA web site at WWW.COMOAA.com  You should see this graphic near the top of the 

home page.   

Does COMOAA have a web site?  Yes indeed it does!!  You can find it by browsing to 

WWW.COMOAA.com  Our website has been in existence now since 2007.  Among other  things 

it contains news flashes on a ñHot Listò on the home page,  a members only area that is password 

guarded.  This area allows you to quickly look up members for addressôs, phone numbers and e-

mail addressôs.  Short biographies are also available for members who have been good enough to 

leave them and an area is provided where you can leave yours.  Also available in the Members area 

is a printable roster of members that contains addressôs, phone numbers and E-mail addressôs.  

This roster is about 10 pages long. 

Other areas of interest on our site are a guest book.  Please visit and leave us a note! 

A message board 

Downloadable documents in including Sitrep, Bylaws, meeting minutes and other CO-

MOAA documents. 

An Events calendar 

Links to Internet sites useful to Veterans 

And Much, much more! 

Check us out!  If you donôt find what youôre looking for,  ask the Webmaster via the FAQ button. 
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Nearly 11,000 Survivors to Receive Retroactive Payments by New Years  

Search for Other Eligible Survivors Continues  

WASHINGTON -- The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has identified nearly 11,000 surviving spouses of 

deceased veterans who will receive a lump-sum payment before the New Year to correct an error in their VA 

benefits. Also documented were more than 73,000 who had been previously paid. VA officials are still tracking 

down eligible survivors.  

ñI am pleased that our task force working to correct this problem has been able to identify this first group this 

week,ò said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake. ñWe understand the difference these funds can 

make for these surviving spouses, especially during the holiday season.ò  

Payments will be released to these survivors on Dec. 29. The total value of the payments is about $24 million.  

At issue is a 1996 federal law that makes a surviving spouse eligible to receive the veteranôs VA compensation 

or pension benefit for the month of the veteranôs death. VA failed to properly implement that law in all cases.  

Most likely to have been affected by this problem are surviving spouses who never applied for VA survivorsô 

benefits following the death of a veteran. Eligible for the payment are surviving spouses of veterans who died 

after Dec. 31, 1996. The Department doesnôt have current addresses for many of them, which makes the process 

of contacting them difficult.  

VA has established a special Survivor Call Center (1-800-749-8387) for spouses who believe they may be eligi-

ble for this retroactive benefit. The Call Center is open Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Cen-

tral Standard Time. Inquiries may also be submitted through the Internet at http://www.vba.va.gov/

survivorsbenefit.htm.  

Reprint of  Department of  Veterans News release by Dick Tobiason  

Note from the new Secretary 

Since assuming the duties of COMOAA secretary I have been updating and enlarging the roster da-

tabase.  It has become apparent during this endeavor that there are a carload of errors and missing 

information in many fields.  Would each of you please verify the database as seen in the members 

area.  Areas of particular concern are  exact address, your phone number and your e -mail 

address .  For those of you that are not on line please give me a call at 383-9099 . 

Tom Thomas says Thanks! 
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Dennis McMahon attended the Wreath ceremony at  Deschutes Memorial Garden and asked 

that a copy of the moving invocation be re-printed in Sitrep. 

Invocation  

Wreaths Across America Ceremony 

Deschutes Memorial Gardens, Bend, Oregon 

December 13, 2008 

 

With your kind indulgence, I want to mention briefly a gentleman who very recently joined those 
whom we honor today. 

 

He grew up in a small town in the Midwest and enlisted in the Army shortly after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.  He was assigned to the 84th Chemical Battalion where he learned to shoot mortars 
loaded with chemical and high explosive rounds.  He married his sweetheart in April 1943 antici-
pating 6 months stateside training before deployment to Europe. The next day his orders were 
changed.  Three days after his wedding, he shipped out for two and a half years in North Africa, 
Italy, France and Germany. 

 

 He blew out his knee during training exercises before the Salerno invasion.  Following surgery, he 
was assigned to an ambulance company staffed entirely by soldiers on limited duty. They called 
themselves ñmisfitsò, and they shuttled wounded soldiers from the front line aid stations to the lar-
ger hospitals behind the lines, and then to the troop ships that would take the soldiers home. 

 

When he returned to the US in 1945, he waited three days to call his wife because he feared that 
she might have abandoned him in his absence.  Instead, he found that she had placed all of his 
paychecks in a savings account that enabled them to purchase a rusted- out Studebaker and make 
a down payment on a $10,000 two-bedroom home. 

 

He worked another thirty years loading and driving trucks, and he raised three boys and a girl, all 
of whom earned masterôs degrees.  All the boys served as military officers; the girl became a site 
manager for the Environmental Protection Agency.  The gentleman died peacefully at the age of 90 
shortly after 7:00 am December 7, 2008.  He was buried beside his faithful sweetheart just two 
days ago.  His name was Marion Auker. He was my father. He was a common soldier, a common 
citizen, a common patriot, and a common hero. 

 

Rex A. Auker 
Commander, Chaplains Corps, 
United States Navy (Retired)  
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